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ATROCITIES OF WAR.*
BY

SIR JOHN BLAND- SUTTON, F.R.C.S.ENG.,
SURGEON TO THE MIDDLESEX HOSPITAL.

VAE VICTIS It is difficult to conceive a shorter sentence
that contains so muclh meaning. Woe to the vanquished I
The modern term, Atrocities, or Horrors, has an alarming
signification in Christian countries where men are exhorted

to love their einemies I
The Old Testament abounds in descriptions of atrocities

practised on prisoners of war. We are all familiar with
one striking example in which the first King of Israel,
Saul, slhowed mildness to the vanquished Amalekites, and
tlle draimatic reproof he sustained when the prophet
Samuel hewed Agag, King of the Amalekites, in pieces for
sacrificial purposes.
When the migh1ty captain Joab took Rabbah, the.

metropolis of the Ammonites, he wisely sent for David to
decide the fate of the garrison and be responsible for the
atrocities. After Joab hiad brought forth tile spoil of the
city in great abundance, the inhiabitants were collected,"
and he put them under saws,
and under harrows of iron,an i

and under axes of iron, and
t

brick-kiln (2 Sam. xii, 31).
Thlis was done not only to

thle people of-Rabbah, but also 4II
to the inhabitants of other \iJy0Ij1
Amimonite cities. This method

of treating prisoners of war ip);'
was not peculiar to the

Israelites. The slaughter and ', i
tortuire of the vanquished 111111
regularly followed the capture
of stronigholds in those days.
ulie date of some of these

conquests, and Warscani nowivi
be fixed. After the bdi'scovery ill
of tlleAmrematkable aslbs,
cylinders; and-'toabletdI 6f

A sasy ri a, enthusiastic and

clever men set themselves the
taskofdecitheringthepecsuliara n t pe
eumneniform iilscriptions so

.common on these monuments,
aTnid from them much has

been learned regarding mili-

tary, social, and religious
irattemstconnected with the

powerful nations surroundins and 'n ecvt b
tle Kingdom of Israel. More- B"
-over, the evidence now avail- cf i

able shows that the severeo C ( d v
tpunishment inflicted by Davpid
on thle Ammonites was the ringrng

cap.relief. British Museum.
turo and sack of a citadel.

Modern civilization has taught men to respect brave

ienemies, buLt thlis w'as not practised during the pre-

emiinence of Babylonia and Assyjria.
The greatest and most powerful monarch of Assyria

was Asliur-nasir-pal (B.c. 885-860). The chief source of

information con'cerning his reign is the -long cun'eiform
inscription on slabs which formed the pavement of the

entrance to the temple of "1Ninib " at Nimrfid; and on the

colossal hiuman-headed bulls, and lions, excavated by
Layard and now exhibited in the British Museum.

Asliur-nasir-pal liad the walls of his palace, and the

temple lie built in the city of Calah (Nimrfild), covered

widh records of hiis conquests, and strings of titlesI
desceriptive of hiis greatness an'd power. It is the descri'p-
tion of the atrocities inflicted on the people conquered by
Ashur-nasir-pal that concerns us most. The' records of

thle eighteen years of his reign show tllat there was
scarcely a year in wlhiclh he was not at war. Tlle way in
wlhiclh prisoners were treated is briefly set out in reaard toa
the fortified city of Tela. After its capture, 3,000 fighting
mnen were slain; tlleir goods, oxenl, and sheep carried away,
and many captives bur.ned with fire. Many soldiers were
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taken alive ;. The hands a.nd feet of some were cIt dff; af
others the nose, earfs and fingers. The eyes of many men
were put out. One heap was made of the living, and
another of heads. The heads of some were bound to
vines round about the city. The young and maidens were
burned in the fire, and the city was annihilated.
As an example of Ashur-n-asir-pal's vengeance the

ofllowing is;a good example.
The city of Sura revolted and killed the governor. The

King collected chariots and hosts and took the city. Ho
built a pillar near the city gate and flayed all the chief
men and covered the pillar witlh tlleir skins. To be flayed
alive is a horrible.form of punishment, and it is difficult
to conceive the kind of crime that fits it. Boys and men
learn from Ovid that Marsyas, tho Phrygian flute-player,
,was flayed alive for presumption. Although he repented
because he did not think that playing on Minerva's reed
deserved such vengeance:

Apollo from his body stript his hide.
His body -Was one wound, blood every way
Streames from all parts: his sine-wA nakted lay
His bare veines palnt: his heart you might behold. (Sandys.)
A few years ago I interested myself in African drums,

and ascertained that some
feish drums were covered

V'.""~with. 1buman skin. I got no

,u15~~~poo tl at. the skinwas re-

mved from living bodies.
'2.ifr,ii ,1lil IIIRecently, ino te -Natural

fi 9 | pro that 0!| fnthe skin was re- }yo

H istory Museum at Nantes,si~"#" "~I"had an opportunity of look.
igat the tanned skin, of a

soldier, killed by the Vendeans
in 1793 lhe requested his
ipmrades to have a dram
copveed with his skin, so thea

I1i4jll iemight continue to be a
d terrorthato those 'hbrigandsie

alomniearo sthed after his death.

the British Museum there are

bodiesofhi thre sonsto tle wals of repth-sha.9pt

b;as-iefidfe repie'nih an
astsaut "on, 'a fortffie4 cit bwyw

glorifie iAssyrian soldiers. Oneo the
slabs shows how badly, the

familiar cptSa vanquis'hel, usffaed at the
i'istenthousands." ll hands of theair conquerors.

tions ofPalestine, ollaTea leads of the prisoners,
end wittliecatue fa probably of the slain, were

conqueredcollntries sere t off and presented, toothe
e for ' op~'in4'~ionT 'iing,ttmauch ip le asameWciy
1 ~~~~~tat big game hu'nters collect

~\'~\'~'~ beasts as evidence of their
ski11 and courage.

~~~~~ ~The heads of the sliWn
EUTTERAWOi. reresented on the bas-relief

Csothslin As~un ~ (Fig. 1) hiave marked Jewish
feature-s (Museum Guide). It
is probable that the atrocities

perpetrated by the Hebrews on the Ammonites. were
no worse thlan the punishments and atroci.ties inflicted
on them when in turn they did not happen to be victorious.
Saul committed suicide aftber the disastrous defeat at
Gilboa for fear t1le enemy should abuse him.1 Theq
Philistines cut off his. head and fastened his body and the
bodies of his three sons to the walls of Beth-shan.
In those ancient times a king wlho went to war was

glorified in the eyes of his subjects by the number of the
enemy slain in battle. This is well expressed in the
familiar couplet: "1Saul has slain his thousands and David
his ten thousand's." The hiistory of the ancient civil'iza-
tions of Palestine, Babylonia, and Assyria and the neigh-
bouring countries makes it certain that atrocities did not
end with the capture of a city. The inhabitants of the
conquered countries suffered cruelly, and there are good
reasons for thle opinion thlat many horrible atrocities,
perpetrated on captive Jews, were intensified by hatred
of the Jewish religion, which differed so materially from
tlie idolatrous worship of Ashur and Ishtar in Nineveh.
Every country lhas its own religion, and the Jews clung
to their religion witlh remarkable tenacity.

Antiochus IV (Epiphan6s), King of Syria endeavoured
(n.c. 150) to suppress Judaism, and established tlle worship
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of Greek gods a-t Jerusalem. Wooman wereo' terribly
punished for allowing their boys to be circutmcised. The
most horrible form of- mutilation on' record is that iul
fuicted on seven brebhren in the presence of their motther,
in one day, because they refused to eat pork (2 Macc. vii).'
The tyranny of Antiochus ITV led to the Maccabean
rebellion.
At the period wihen Ashur-nasir-pal inflicted such

ferocious punishments on the people he conquered by
force of arms, Assyria had reached not only a state of
great prosperity but a high civilization. A neighbou'ring
cointry, Egypt, had not ouly attained a higher civiliza-
tion but practised similar atrocities on a grander
scale; there are pictorial records of the atrocities
which may be read and studied by any intelligent
tourist who makes a journey to Luxor, on the Nile.
Ramses III was a king as vain of his conquests as Ashur-
nasir-pal. He reigned in Egypt about 1100 B.c., and con.
quered the Libyans in two great battles. His reign was
afterwards a period of peace
and quiet, and Ramses became

a -great builder of temples i$I'\'i

and worshipped e'specially t e 1
Theb'an' Amon.' He b'u-it
large temple on the western

bank of the Nile at Thebes.oE
The' platce is no:w know'n as

IMedin;t Habu. The temple,
about 500 feet long and 160

a erchant' ofice a co).

feet widse, stands inu abcn
spieuous- position about balf
a "mile' from the' Maemlnon o
Colossi. The sculptures', wall w
pictures, andheieewroglyphics/

agin sth thea Libylanes, the0 Fah r hwad r a

recard theKiig'st campais

wrt an acon oftheatvt, n h rtaiyrci
atgmdrain . Thibyveis, wAerpuihdbreoaoft

Syrigans, and the negroes.T lh
They'nre of inportance for o the1foot hinders him
the wristodryoEgyptandw d
Mediterranean lands. Thm
figures in -the pictures, 'cut jl) ii ~
intoaor painted on' the walls,
are almost life-ize except S
that of Pharaoh, 'Who is re'-
presented as a giant fighing 111!
and tr'ampling on his foe's.
The shcnes of the mutilation , a a
of prisondaers show the methods. I;m o h
On -one wall the captors are

engaged cutting off the hands n
and feet of the captives. The

heap's of ampuitate'd ha'nds
and fe'et are7 depited, and

scribes record the numbers,
like clerks checking goods in

a merchant's office (Fig. 2).
The severed limbs numbered

~~~~~showing scribes recording th
This method of removing prisoners of war. (Froma pho

hands and feet was practised

in the Sudan _as late as 1890. Fathier Ohrwalder was

a captive in the Mahdi's camp ten years (1882-1892) he

wrote an account of his captivity, and the bratalitypractised
at Omdurman. Thieves were punished, by removal of thil
righit hand and the left foot.' The loss of the hand hampers
him in thieving, and the- removal of the foot hinders him

in running away. The am'putations were performed by
a butcher. A cord was tied round the forearm just above

the wrist,~and the hand was'dexte'rously deta~ched with
a knife. The stump w'as th-en dipped in boiling oil or fat,
and then sm'eared with a mixture of t'ar and grease. In

about t'wo m'onths, I-he wound healed. Thie fo"ot wasI
removed at the anikle Ill a Simiarway., Some died frbm

the' shock o'f the a"m an'd fw' la'ter fr'o'm
secondar"y' co'mplica-tions. Olirwalder mentions that many
recovered, for thecre' was) ain eniormeus, nuimb'e'rof cripples
in O-mdurmau.

Tn 1898 1 lha(l an oypportunity of examininig a spy at
Ltuxor whho hald bee0n phuislied in' tliis-waybythe Rhlialifa.
I-le w'as, released, wheinl Kitceleners troops oceiepied
Dongola. Th'c cut surfaces had slowly granulated. The

:3tyloid processes of the radius aud ulna and the malleoli
were covered with thlin scar 'tissUe .

Thieves seem to have been treated with more considera-
tion than prisoners of war. In the case of a thief, when
his hand( or foot was cut off the bleeding was checked by
the ancient plan of dipping the stump in boiling oil. This
privilege did not apply to captives talken in battle, and(
many bled to death.

In some parts of Africa (Uganda) mutilation is dreadod
because the people believe that in the next world their
ghosts will be similarly maimed. A man whose hand is
cut off believes that his ghost will bear the stigma of a
thief. There is no evidence that the ancient Egyptians
believed in such fancies. Though religious they were
practical, and often removed the genital organs of prisoners
of war, for an obvious reason. On one of the walls at
Medingt Habu soldiers are represented in the performance
of this mutilation. The proceedings are drawn with the
same realism as operations in a book on operative surgery.
Thie victim is held down; tlhe knees bent and the legs
drawn aside bv assistants, whilst the operator standing

between the limbs removes
2 .| the external genitals withat

S i ;i knife. He makes a curvilinear-

m X$I~¶'~'VVE r g s 1 incision on each side and then

i ti ; 2 t tic les and

weeps off penis, scrotum, and

ji a heap as in the case of hands

~~~' 1~.~I
and feet. Prisoners tied in

/ ~~~~~~~
line, like, cattle arranged for
slaughter, await h- teir turn.
There was method in treating
prisoners of war in this way.

ogra1h[ Many died. The survivors,

Uo miree t , yhand, e or foot, were

h useeless as' 'soldiers, and, with-
Sn out genitals, useless for

tis propagation., t
Trhe handsfat d feet anud

men.ola bled to death btherc severed parts,veafter
allowedt be di d " being counted and recorded,

of~j1 the n ive Mohammedanswere dedicated to Amon,or 'to
in despairdrowe t Khons, in the temiple, from

ban age stump wih angip o captured g fagds er

eventullyrescd by teiLthe same motives wthatwen
bandners in conspicuouf splaces

by seod in our cathedrals.

healed naturally. Theleg pictures inthei,s temple
interested mne in 1898, becauso
al' similar act had been pee.--

W. formed within a few hundred

~mile's' of 'this temple as;

F
recently as 1896, when the

Abyssinians infiocted a crusht.
Ing defeat on -theo Italian

~~~~~forces in t-he hflls northi of

H,Adowva (Adua). -After, the~,
batitle 'a number of prisoniers

.the temple at Medinat Habtu. were treated in the sameii
inumber of hands cut from way as the. soldiers olcx
iograph.) Ramses III treated the unt-

fortun'ate Libyan captiv'cC
some three thotusarAd years -previo-usly..

The effects of 'the- atrocities 'on' the Italian' soldiers wore

carefully described by Dr. 'T. Fiaschi, .surgeon to tfiC
Sydney Hospital, New South Wales. Fiasehi went to.
the assistance of his countrymen at the hospital blf
Asmara, Abyssinia.'- The Abyssinian soldiers cut off

with swords the right hand and left foot of the captured
men. Many bled to- death- bec'ause the stum'ps were n'ot
allowed to be dipPed 1in boiling
of the native Mohamm-edan's who' we-r-ethus mutilated
in despair drown'ed themselves in.a water-hole. Some

bandaged the stu'mps withi ,strip's of clot'hing, and 'we're
eve-ntually rescued by thieir 'wiv-es. Later, whe"n hos'pital
help was a'va'ilable,'the 'con"dition of 'ma'ny s'uffrer's was

im!proved by sec'ondary am putation' perf" byIaia

surgeons. Fiaschi fo'un'd that' the forearm stump as a. ruLle
hie'aled natu'rally. Thec le-g 'stump required reamputation.,
save in a few instances w]here the soldiers, in cutting off

)f
Le

At

of 1,500 black soldiers muiitilated at,Adowa 500 survived;
the i-emaining 1,000 died frofii haaemorrhage, star-viation,
and suffering. Removal of the genitals was not so freely

practised on tOe liviing a.'s removal of and( feet.

[TiIEB1rTIs1IMED-,ICAIL JoLnN-!ALit" OCT. :,15, igtr"



UJCT. 2;, 1919' SPREAD OF INFLUENZA IN AN INDUSTRIAL AREA. Tm 3niTs519_

Maniy of tlle sufferers among the white soldiers were
privates or petty officer. This kind of mutilation was
done mainly by the Gallas-Abyssinian irregular mounted
fhorsemen, brave men but notorious for cruelty in war.

Fiasclii's descriptions of the methLods employed in muti-
lating the prisoners of war, wounded and unwounded,
black and white, corresponds with those depicted on tlle
walls of the temple at Medin6t Habu. The object of the
mutilation by tlle Gallas was to take the parts removed
to their women. The Gallas rode about with these dis-
gusting tropllies transfixed on their spears. The greater
number of the dead were evirated. It is well linown that
imien can survive the complete removal of the externial
genitalia even wlhen it is carried out in the ruLde faslhion
depicted on the walls of tlle temple at Medin6t Habu.
A religious sect in Russia known as Skopski practise

complete removal of the external genitals of the male as
an initiation ceremony. The act is known as the Royal
Seal. This 6xtraordinary sect was founided by Andrew
Selivanof (died 1832), and tlle initiation ceremony of re-
.novinLu the external orcans of ueneration is founded on
tlhe famous argument on divorce.
"' For there are some eunuclhs
wlhich were so born from their
mzotlher's womb; and there are
some eunuchs wlliclh were m-ade
eunuchs of men; and there be
etinuchs which have made them-
selves eunuchs for the Kingdom
of Heaven's sake" (Matt. xix, 12).
'hat the Skopslki remove 'the
miiale -genitalia completely is
proved bv a specimen in the
Museum of the Roiyal College
of Surgeons, showing the effect
on the urostate of this cunrous

I;; i ' '. .... - '. '' ~~~~~~~~~~~~~....... ''.
I -W $,t,,a--, +ISO< - .! -

FiG 3;- Te- normal )aculum -of an ottoy, an4 one.
.thl-.t 4s been brdent and healed (Muscuk; Eoyal-
(:¢l1eZe of Surache) o

ieligious' act. Religious enthusiasts -;ii Englaud'. occa-ca
sionally endeavour to' make theinsees eunucl4, but
attempts at self-castration are rarely successfti..

MUTILATION OF THiE COu6SE.. :i
To murder a person an(d dismember,itVe`d-ead-body Irom

slheer hate is a practice repugnant to m`qst miInds,'bt kt is
widespread and a common miode of ejpressing cdnhqmpt
and hatred. The treatment of Guy 'awX and his co-
conspirators shows that the State ended1Alie ntlt lahon
of the bodies of traitors. After thiese nen'Were hanged,
tlheir heads were cut off, tlle bodies dr-awni and<'7qua'rterXd
and' the heads set up on- the gates of the city-{or the.
rooks and crows.
Tyburn gallows stoodsnear the MarWle Arch aind I-have

often looked at the rook that pe-ch anEl--build in th tallt `

trees in Connaught Square hard by the tablet lmatl.rks
thte-spot wheere the gallows stood, and wtirdee fthey
are descended from the rooks that. in$y have-pecked out
thie eyes of Perkin Warbeck, Jack Sheppard,aThii^than-
Wild, and the like; or sniffed thepske1btoi`s of CrbiAwel
and-Ireton when they were exhumed aii'-hunig on the
gibbets.
Whilst expressing horror at atrocities committed by

Turks, infidels, and savages on the quick and the dead, it
is worth mention that early in tlle fifteenth century the
Weslh under Glendower committed atrocities on English
soldiers. Shakespeare represents tlle Earl of Westmore-
land informing Henry IV of these facts in' unnmistakable
terms:

There came
A post from Wales loaden with heavy news;
Whose worst was, that the noble Mortimer,
Lead'ing the men of Hereford to fight
Against the irregular and wild Glendower,
Was by the rude bands of the Welshman taken,
And a thousand of his people butchered;
Upon whose dead corpse there was suclh misuse
Such beastly shameless transformation,
Ba those Welshwomen done, as may not be
Without much shame, retold or spoken of.

Even as late as tlle Wars of the Roses it was a common
saying-

Priests pray for enemies, princes kill.
Certainly they cut off thle heads of important men slain
in battle and exlhibited them. The Earl of Salisbury re-
volted against Henry IV, and lost his life. The gorv lhead
of the earl was welcomed into London by a procession of

abbots and bishops, who went out singing psalms and
thanksgiving to meet it.
For civili:zed countries respect for the dead body is

almost a fetislh. The corpses of royal persons, and tlho
icb, are often wrapped in lead and encased in polislhed
oak. The bodies of common mortals are put in coffins
made of elm, because it is cheap and withstands water
better than other kinds of wood. In the forml-al
Christian burial service we read, " though worms destroy
the body,'" yet with siogular perversion coffins are, as a
rule, buried beyond the depth at which earthworms flourish.

T'lhe frequency witlh whichl man, savage and civilized,
uatilates hiis enemy, iii frenzy and in spie, is part of his

aniimal nature. Ilere is a curiouIs example from otters:

F1eACTURE OF THE Os PENIs oR BACULUM.
Many mammnals, especially tlhe carnivorous, have a bone

in the penis. It is also present in squirrels. Oldfield
Thomas noticed that the os penis in squirrels shows such
striking differenices in the various species that he finds it
a more reliable guide in classifvine the members of -this

difficult family. than their teeth.
Ile thinks it is more convenient
to call this bone the baculum-
a little stick.

Otters lhave a bone in the
penis, and the two divergent
knobs are invested with the
reflexion of the prepuce wlhich
-Covers the glans. The end of
She urethra-emerges in the inter.
space of what may for con-
venience be 'called the terminal
.condyles of the bone (Fig. 3).

Mr. Gerald Uthwatt, a keen
jotter-liunter.. collected the

"penis boiie' " of ottei; for a -hobby, and noticed, not
-ifrequently, thiat the bone is broken and healed. It
is difficuU to ac ouitu for such fractures. unless we know
the habith of these animals. When male otters fight, each
combatant thie, to6eizer. tle external genitals (cods) of' its
adversary" OQttsrs possess powerful jaws and sharp teeth,
'ind their:abi'iityto breaki; the baculum, notwithstanding
its hardness, need not a matter for surprise. A similar
fradture has<been obseriv'd in a seal. T. N. Arnold shot,a
iseaJ i .ti Capian-Sea. The baculum of the animal lhad
been brokenf, bu th.e fragments had firmly united. The

>:bonie h?ad been, bioltRn at a spot corresponding to tlhat
tint1e otter. S. Al '6saky sent a short account. of te
;.pSpinen, abd a; drawing, to the Zoological Society,
LoidAO He-fdundi difficult to offer an explanation of
the u oi th:enidry. Surely male seals are as quarrel--
saettWcr.s; Tl.isiTs, a mild atrocity of war compared
wi4,.the; &w.fs4tgi!nce man suffers. at the -hand.

of ;m;,n-!- BIBLIOGRAPHY.
.Mph6raky, .-: Pr,w*-Zoo. Sc.. 1917, p. 251.
11an1-Sutton..J.: J 'et, 19W5, ii, p. 23.
Budge, W., and King, W. I.: Annals of the Kings of Assyria. British

Museum. 1902.
Fiaschi. T.: BRITISH MEDICAL JOURNAL, 1891, iH.
Leroy-Beaulieu, A.: L'empire des Tsars et les lussees, 1881-9. T.3,

La Religion.
Ohrwalder, J.: Tet Years' Captivity ift tlhe Mahdi's Camp, 1892.
Thomas, O.: Annals and Mag. Nat. list., 1915, xv, p. '83.

THE SPREAD OF INFLUENZA IN AN
INDUSTRIAL AREA.

BY

ANDREW GARVIE, M.B., CH.B.GLAS.,
HALIFAX.

EXCEPTIONAL opportunities have perlhaps been afforded for
making the observations set forth in this paper, both by
reason of certain characteristics of the neighbourhood and
bv reason of the temporary shortage of medical men: and
because a similar opportunity might not early arise again,
these observations are placed on record.
The area in which they were made contains a population

of about 11,000, mainly drawn from the artisan class' and
while being a portion of Halifax, it is separated from the
town proper by a deep ravine in whiclh runs a railway and
small river; a bridge forms tlle only main coiunexion with
the town.


